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What has United States colonialism done to Puerto Rico and the Puerto Rican people? Allow
me to share with you some of the most deleterious problems caused by colonialism in Puerto
Rico that | have observed since my arrival in my beloved homeland.

Honorable members of the United Nations Special Committee on Decolonization:

It is a great honor for me to be able to stand before you and to express my heartfelt gratitude for
every resolution this August body has passed supporting Puerto Rico’s right to be an
independent and sovereign nation and the excarceration of the Puerto Rican political prisoners.

| would also like to take this opportunity to thank the Venezuelan citizens and their President
Hugo Chavez Frias and President Nicolas Maduro, President Daniel Ortega and the citizens of
Nicaragua, President Evo Morales and the citizens of the Plurinational State of Bolivia,
President José “Pepe” Mujica and the President Tabaré Vazquez and the citizens of Uruguay,
President Rafael Correa and President Lenin Moreno and the citizens of Ecuador, President
Fidel Castro Ruz and President Raul Castro Ruz, the Five Cuban Heroes René Gonzalez,
Gerardo Hernandez, Ramén Labanino, Antonio Guerrero and Fernando Gonzélez Llort and the
citizens of Cuba for the support they have given to the just and noble cause of my beloved
Puerto Rico’s right to be an independent and sovereign nation and to be part of the community
of nations.

On the 17th of May of this year, | was finally excarcerated. Had it been the 29th of May, | would
have been in prison for 36 years — almost half of my life. During those years, the resolutions that
this Honorable Committee passed were always a fountain of hope and strength for me. | would
read them and would find in them precious expressions of solidarity and compassion, and it
would make me feel that some day Puerto Rico would be decolonized and a free and sovereign
nation like the ones you represent here.
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| have spent five decades serving what | believe is the most just and noble cause any Puerto
Rican citizen can serve. Doing it has been an act of love and fulfilling my duty as a citizen. And
because | believe that when one serves a just and noble cause, it is never a sacrifice, even if it
means giving one’s life doing it. | say this to let people know that for me, serving a just and
noble cause has been the most liberating experience | have had, and that in spite of all the
horrible things done to me during the years | spent in prison, | have come home with my head
high, and my honor, my dignity and my spirit stronger than the day | was sent to prison.

Thanks to the support this Committee has given to the Puerto Rican political prisoners and the
support of hundreds of thousands of freedom and justice loving people of Puerto Rico, of the
Puerto Rican diaspora and of many nations in the world, there are no more Puerto Rican
political prisoners in the gulags of the u.s. government. Unfortunately, there are many other
political prisoners inside the Prison Industrial Complex of the u.s. And there is one Puerto Rican
woman, Ana Belén Montes, who chose to serve a just cause and go to prison rather than to do
the dirty work of the u.s. Central Intelligence Agency. She is serving a 25 year sentence and
battling cancer. But according to the u.s. government there aren’t any political prisoners in the
u.s.

While the u.s. government alleges there aren’t any political prisoners in its gulags or terrorists
on its payroll, it claims there are many in countries it doesn'’t like. | found it interesting that its
partners in crime in Puerto Rico condemned me for speaking with President Maduro the day |
was released from prison and asking him to release the prisoners in Venezuela they consider to
be political prisoners. | am certain that the prisoners the u.s. government considers to be
political would never entertain the idea of asking the u.s. government to release all the political
prisoners in u.s. or in Guantanamo. And much less would they ask the u.s. to bring to justice the
terrorists on its payroll who have killed independentistas in Puerto Rico or to stop practicing the
crime of colonialism and allow the Puerto Rican people to exercise its inalienable right of
self-determination and allow Puerto Rico to be an independent and sovereign nation.

What has United States colonialism done to Puerto Rico and the Puerto Rican people? Allow
me to share with you some of the most deleterious problems caused by colonialism in Puerto
Rico that | have observed since my arrival in my beloved homeland. Today there are over five
million Puerto Ricans living in the diaspora, while there are less than three and a half million
living in Puerto Rico. | found a Puerto Rico under the control of a Fiscal Control Board imposed
by the u.s. government that has the power to dictate to the colonialists who help to administer
the colony, what to do, especially when dealing with the payment of the $72 billion debt Puerto
Rico owes to the banks and hedge funds. And | have seen an accelerated gentrification process
constructing condominiums costing one million dollars or more.

Since | am familiar with what gentrification does to poor people, | know the luxury
condominiums are not being built for them. The poor people are displaced; once the expensive
housing is built, only the rich and super rich can live there. In Culebra, Vieques and around the
coast of Puerto Rico, where the beaches are the most beautiful, the construction of luxury
building is already overtaking the landscape. The colonialists who administer the colony give
incentives to the builders and to buyers who are foreigners, and denies providing incentives to
small businesses and small home owners. On the contrary, the small businesses and small
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home owners are taxed to the maximum. So what gentrification is doing is forcing poor people
to move, and most likely to emigrate to the diaspora. This will cause more depopulation in
Puerto Rico.

It has been the goal of the u.s. government, since it invaded and occupied Puerto Rico, to
depopulate it. By 1900 it was already forcing Puerto Ricans to emigrate to far away places like
Hawaii and the southwestern states on the mainland. After World War Il the United States
government started another forced emigration wave. More of the land that the poor Puerto
Ricans were forced to abandon was used for military bases and for the construction of luxury
hotels to foment a tourist industry. And the last wave began 17 years ago. More than one million
Puerto Ricans have moved to the diaspora, causing the biggest brain drain in Puerto Rico’s
history, because most of the emigrants are professionals, such as doctors, engineers, teachers,
architects, nurses and other health workers. If the School of Medicine in Puerto Rico graduates
100 doctors, 85% of them have to emigrate. There aren’t jobs for most young professionals.
Their only option is to emigrate.

Imagine if such a loss of population were occurring in your countries. Any country that loses
two-thirds of its population, including its best-developed human resource, cannot see itself
having a strong economy and good quality of life for its citizens. And in Puerto Rico we are
starting to see the negative effects of the last wave of emigrants. We are already seeing a larger
aging population that is becoming poorer and poorer and with less medical and social services
available to them. The future for them looks bleak. And at the same time young people of
reproductive age are leaving Puerto Rico, and more foreigners are buying the expensive
condominiums or living in enclosed upper class communities.

If the displacement and depopulation of Puerto Ricans is an alarming problem, what the Fiscal
Control Board is making the colonialist administrators of Puerto Rico do is more worrisome. For
starters, by August 169 schools will be closed. Teachers will be losing jobs, and communities,
especially the poorer ones, will be losing their schools. Behind the scenes the colonialists are
pushing more and more their privatization plans. They aren’t satisfied that privatization in Puerto
Rico has played a major role in bringing the economy to its worse conditions in Puerto Rico’s
history.

But beside closing 169 schools, it is threatening the future of the University of Puerto Rico. The
goal of the Fiscal Control Board is to take away close to half a billion dollars from the
University’s budget. At the same time, it is looking for ways to raise the tuition and to force the
University of Puerto Rico to close some of its eleven campuses and to sell much of its property,
specially land that it has been using for experiments in the past. What the Fiscal Control Board
seems to be doing is trying to privatize the University system. All the money that will be taken
away from the public education system will be used as payment to fill the coffers of the Banks
and hedge funds. While Puerto Ricans will be poorer and more destitute, the colonialists and
the banking industry will become richer. Thus Puerto Rico is being made poorer and poorer and
at the same time depopulated of its native population.

In spiteof the fact that the future of Puerto Rico looks very bleak, many Puerto Ricans believe
this is the best moment to wage an effective decolonizing process. We know that the majority of
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Puerto Ricans love Puerto Rico, our national identity, our culture, our language, and our origins.
We see the potential that Puerto Rico has to become a strong nation and an asset to the
economy of Caribbean and Latin American countries. We have the human resources and the
other basic resources to transform Puerto Rico into the edenic garden it has the potential of
being.

Because this is such a moment, we are asking this Committee to take the issue of the
decolonization of Puerto Rico to the General Assembly and ask it to fulfill its responsibilities to
bring to an end the colonization of Puerto Rico by the u.s. government.

Colonialism is a crime against all of humanity. If the u.s. government is the nation of laws it
claims to be, then it behooves it to decolonize Puerto Rico by adhering to the tenets of
international law that prohibit the crime of colonialism.

| hope you will do whatever you can to bring to an end the colonial status of Puerto Rico, to help
us make Puerto Rico the nation it has the potential of being, and to be part of the community of
nations.

Thank you. En resistencia y lucha siempre, Oscar Lopez Rivera
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